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Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs — Thirty-sixth Report — “Review of the Government 
Response to Report 35: Inquiry into the Sandalwood Industry in Western Australia” — Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

The CHAIR: Before the taking of questions without notice, Hon Stephen Dawson was on his feet, but he has 
had to go away on urgent parliamentary business. 

Hon KATE DOUST: I know that we are almost at the end of the debate on this report, but I want to make a few 
comments given that I participated in the earlier Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs in the 
last Parliament when it first started to look at a petition about sandalwood. I have been encouraged by 
Hon Brian Ellis to say a few words about the report. I am pleased to see that the new committee of this 
Parliament has continued its inquiries and presented a very good report into the sandalwood industry. When our 
committee conducted the initial inquiries and delivered an interim report to this chamber, not having had any 
exposure to the sandalwood industry at all prior to that petition being tabled, I must say that it was an eye-opener 
to see how the industry operated in this state and to also look at the archaic legislation. I have not looked at this 
report for a while, but I think the legislation dated back to about 1929 or even earlier, and its provisions and the 
penalties for breaches of the provisions of the legislation were not up to date. It was fairly obvious that a lot of 
the malpractice in the industry, which is one way of describing the activities in the industry—it was interesting to 
hear commentary about how sandalwood was being removed illegally in a lot of cases—involved people getting 
away with blue murder. The inquiry also educated us about how the relevant agency handled the industry. 

The sandalwood industry is very significant, particularly in the north of the state, and holds great opportunities 
for the state with exports particularly into markets such as India and other parts of Asia where sandalwood is an 
important product, and is something that we should be developing. I know larger commercial markets are also 
opening up. Given the information provided to the first inquiry and the second inquiry that there needs to be 
radical change, I hope that—although I have not had time to go through the government’s response to this 
report—the first thing the government does is tear up the legislation and start afresh and bring it up to speed so 
that the industry works in a modern and more appropriate way, and so that those people who have a tendency to 
take sandalwood illegally are dealt with in a contemporary manner in terms of penalties or imprisonment. I recall 
hearing at the time of the initial inquiry that there had been a substantial theft of sandalwood worth around 
$1 million, and not having had any engagement with that industry, it was interesting to get my head around how 
sticks of wood, if you like, could have that type of value,  but they obviously do. 

I heard the tail end of Hon Simon O’Brien’s comments today concerning the biodiversity legislation, and that is 
important, but for this particular industry I would hope that there is a clear focus on what is going to happen. 
Hon Simon O’Brien: There’s lots I could tell you, but I was artificially constrained. 

Hon KATE DOUST: I am a bit in the same boat from the earlier inquiry into this particular matter. It was very 
educational, and there is an “ambit” scope for improvement to assist the industry. 

I congratulate the committee on the good work in this report. It is very thorough and its recommendations are 
solid. I hope that the government delivers on its commitments in this space. It is, indeed, a very good export 
product for Western Australia, and in terms of trade and opening up the markets, we need to make sure that we 
manage the industry better than it has been done. It may have started out as a sideline opportunity for people on 
the land to make a few dollars, but it has certainly developed over the years into a multimillion-dollar industry. 
The legislation currently in place does not reflect the growth of change in that industry and I hope based on the 
recommendations of the good work of this committee that the government brings it up to speed and up to date. 
Question put and passed. 
 


